
Funeral homily for Anthony “Bud” Hill 

In conversation with Bud’s niece and her husband a couple of days ago, I was reminded of a popular 

song recorded by the late John Denver over fifty years ago: “Leaving on a Jet Plane”. The words of the 

song resonate with travelers who have regrets leaving home and setting out on a journey to a distant 

place. 

“All my bags are packed. I’m ready to go 

The taxi’s waiting. He’s blowing his horn.” 

So often in life, to reach our destination, we require the assistance of others, such as the captain of a 

ship, a taxicab or bus driver, an engineer on a train or the pilot of an airplane. 

Bud Hill was a respected pilot. He served many of our state officials, including past governors, and 

transported them to their appointed destinations.  

In the fourteenth chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus prepares his disciples for his imminent departure. In his 

farewell discourse, he offers words of consolation to his understandably anxious disciples: 

“I am indeed going to prepare a place for you and then I shall come back and take you with me”. 

The disciples are not expected to show up at the House of the Father on their own. They will be brought 

there by Jesus, as though accompanying Him on a return visit home. 

Keep in mind two essential points. First, Life has a destination. Jesus makes reference to the house of His 

Father. Death does not mark the end of life. For Christians, life is changed, not ended. 

As an aviator, Bud brought many notable leaders to their various destinations around the state. 

According to his niece, he was a living legend among his peers.   

At the end of his life, Bud assumed a new role, that of a passenger. Jesus came back at the hour of his 

death and took him to be with Him and His Father forever. 

I have lovely memories of Bud and his late wife, Eleanor, a convert to the Catholic faith. They were 

dedicated parishioners. I could always count on seeing them at the late mass Sunday morning.  

Traveling is no longer necessary for our beloved friend.  

He now rests in peace. 


